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CAN A PROPHET BE A PLAGIARIST? 
or 

CAN A PLAGIARIST BE A PROPHET? 
Is it honest to copy the writings of others without credit 

and pass it off as a revelation from God? 
Should a prophet condemn in others what she does 

herself? 
Is it an unpardonable sin to point out the sins of a 

prophet? 
Which of the commandments says, "Ye shall not bear 

true witness against. a prophet"? 
Did the old prophets collect royalties on their visions? 

Why 'Vas Mrs. White $90,000.00 in Debt 
'Vhen She Died? 

These queries ane all answered by indisputable facts, 
some of which have never before been published. 

If you are afraid of the truth don't read any further. 
Truth may shock you, but if accepted it will make you free. 
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"'VAS MRS. WHITE A PLAGIARIST?" 
That Mrs. 'White was a free purloiner of the thoughts 

of others is well known to the leaders. It is regretted by 
some, condoned by others, but denied bv none. The ex 
tent to which she borrowed others' thoughts without 
credit is not known, but the sin grows in volume as one 
studies the literature of carlv days. In answer to this 
question we will submit evide;lce a'nd let the evidence it 
self testify. 

In 18~)O Mrs, White 2'ot out an enlarg'ed edition 01' 
Volume 2, "Spirit of Pr~phecy" and zaveit the title of 
"T'atriar-ehs and Prophets," That she received much 
help from Adam Clnrk 's commentaries is evident from 
the following citations: 
PATRIARCHS A~D 

PROPHETS 
By MRS, E. G, ,\VIIlTE 
O.-Edition of 1890: 
l\,-Edition of 191:1 

1, "'1'he tribe of Reuben 
never rose to auv eminence 
in Lrael : it was' not so nu 
merous as Jndah, Joseph, 
or Dan, and was among 
the first that were car-ried 
into captivity.' 0, 225, X. 
2:33. 

2. "L8Yi also received no 
inheritance except forty 
eight cities scattered in dif 
ferent parts of the land." 
O. 226, N. 236. 
3. "If Balaam could be in 
duced to curse them in de 
tached parties, the whole 
camp would soon be devot 
ed to destruction." O. 422, 
N.448. 

~\nA::\[ CLARK'S 
CO}DIEXTARTES 

1, "This tribe never rose 
to any eminence in Israel; 
was not so numerous bv 
one-third. as either ,Tudal~. 
.T oseph, or Dan, when Moses 
took the sum of them in 
i he wilderness." Gen. 49 :4. 

:2, "Levi had no inheritance 
except forty-eight cities. 
scattered thrn different 
parts of the land of Ca 
naan." Gen. 49 :7. 

3. "He thought therefore 
that he might get Balaam 
to curse them in detached 
parties; till the whole camp 
should be devoted to de 
struction bv successive ex 
ecrations." Num. 23 :13. 
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±. "The cities of refuge 
,YeI'C so distributed as to be 
within a half-dav journev 
of e\(,1".1- part or the land, 
The roads leading to them 
were always to be kept in 
g'oocl repair." O. ±8~3, x. 
;)13. 

:l. "It was decided to send 
first a delesration to obtain 
from the t\\'() and a half 
t-.]"ibes an explanation of 
their conduct. Ten princes, 
Olle from each tribe. ,\"eTC 

chosen. At their head wns 
Phinehas." O. J8G. X. 31". 

-l. "The cities of refuge 
were distributed thru the 
land, at proper distances 
from each other, that thev 
ruinht he convenient t'o 
(:'Y('ry part of the land; 
... the roads leading' to 
t hom being" broad, even, 
and alwavs kept in good re 
pair." .Iosh. :20:1. 
,j. "That they might do no 
thing rashly.they first send 
Phinchas and ten princes, 
one out of each tribe, to 
l'f'(lllire an cxnlanation of 
t h~jl" m()ii\"e~" in ere(·ting 
this altar." .Jo<:h. :2:2 :12. 

In 1883 she nublished "Sketches from the Life of 
Panl." It was first published h:v the Pacific Press at 
Oakland. California. The Press sent a set of plates to the 
Review and Herald at Battle Creek. :Uichig-all, and they 
also nut out au e(lition. This hook had a WIT wide eir 
cnlat10n amonsr Adventists and was on the i11arket for 
about ten Year~. 

In the' preface to this hook "\\"8 find this statement: 
"The writer of this hook. having received especial help 
from the Spirit of God. is able to throw light upon the 
teachinas of Paul and their application to our own time, 
as no other authors are prepared to do." 
, 'SKETCHES FRO:ll THE 

LIFE OF PArL" 
By MRS. E. G. ,VHTTE, 188:3 
G. "The judges sat ill the 
open air, upon seats hewn 
out in the rock, on a plat 
form which was ascended 
by a flight of stone steps 
i:~om the vallev below." p. 
9.5. 

"LIFE A::-;;D EPISTLES OF 
THE ApOSTLE PAUL" 

By COKYBK\RE & HOWSON 
G.' "The judges sat in the 
open air, upon seats hewn 
out in the rock, on a plat 
form which was ascended 
bv a flight of stone steps 
immediately from the Ag 
ora .' , p. :308. 
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.,. "Ha d his oration been a 
direct attack upon their 
12:0c18, and the great men of 
the city who were before 
Iiim, h~ would have been in 
danger of meeting the fate 
of Socrates." p. 97. 
S. "An extensive and prof 
itable business had g-rown 
up at Ephesus frOl'n the 
manufacture and sale of 
the~e shrines and images." 
p.142. 

fl. c : Onlv their reveren ce 
ror the temple saved the 
apostles from being torn in 
pieces on the spot. With 
\ iolcnt blows and shouts of 
yjmlicti,"e triumph. they 
drazged him from the sa 
cred enclosure." p.216,217. 

'10. "In their excitement 
the: flung' off their gar 
ments. as they had done 
:,"em's before at the mar 
tvrdom of Stephen, and 
threw dust into the air 
with frantic violence. 
"This f res h outbreak 

threw the Roman captain 
into great perplexity. He 
had not understood Paul's 
Hebrew address. and con 
eluded from the general ex 
citernent that his prisoner 
must be guiltv of some 
great crime. The loud de 
munds of the people that 

7. "Had he begun by at 
tacking the national gods 
in the midst of their sane 
tuarics, and with the Are 
opagites on the seats ncar 
him, he would have been in 
a lmost as great danger as 
Socrates before him." p, 
;3]0. 
fl. "From the expressions 
used bv Luke, it is evident 
that an extensive and lucra 
tive trade grew up at Ephe 
sus from the manufacture 
and sale of' these shrines." 
p.4:32. 

9. "A furious multitude 
rushed upon the apostle, 
and it was only their rev 
erence for the Holy Place 
which preserved him from 
being torn to pieces on the 
spot. They hurried him out 
of' the sac~ed inclosure and 
assailed him with violent 
hlows." p. 547. 

10. "In their rage and im 
patience they tossed off 
their outer garments (as on 
that other occasion when 
the garments were laid at 
the feet of Saul himself), 
and threw up dust into the 
air with frantic. violence. 
This commotion threw Lv 
sias into new perplexity. 
He had not been able to un 
derstand the apostle's He- 
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Panl be delivered into their 
hands made the command 
er tremble. He ordered him 
to be imrnediatelv taken 
unto the barracks' and ex 
amined by scourging, that 
Ito might be forced to con 
fess his guilt." p. 220. 

brew speech, and when he 
saw its results he concluded 
that his prisoner must be 
guilty of some enormous 
erime. He ordered him 
therefore to be taken imme 
diately from the stairs into 
t he barracks, and to be ex 
amined by torture in order 
to elicit ~ r-onf'essiou of his 
guilt.)) p. 557. 

11. "But of all the disciples 
now ministering to Paul at 
Rome. none has for us a 
gTeater interest than the 
f'uzitive Asiatic slave One 
~iJ~ll1s. He belonged to a 
Christian named Philemon, 
a member of the Colossian 
church. But he had robbed 
his master and fled from 
Colosse, and at last found 
his way to ROlne." jl. 640. 

(The above six citations were published in what is 
known as the" Blue Book," which is now out of print 
except a few copies which we were fortunate enough to 
secure.) 

'I'ho few examples we have given of plagiarized por 
tions will indicate the source from which Mrs. 'White got 
her information. The publishers of Conybeare and How 
son served notice on the Review and Herald Publishing 
Association that unless the book was taken off the mar 
ket they would bring suit against them for plagiarism. 
About this time Mrs. 'White placed an order for a new 
edition of" Sketches from the Life of Paul." H. W. Kel 
logg, who was the manager of the publishing house, in 
formed lVII's. White that they would not undertake to 
publish a new edition unless ~he would assume responsi 
bility of meeting the threatened suit. Evidently she did 
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] 1. "Among the disciples 
who ministered to Paul at 
Rome was Onesimus, a 
fugitive slave from the city 
of Colosse. He belonged to 
a Christian named Phile 
mon, a member of the Co 
lossian church. But he had 
robbed his master and fled 
to Rome." p. 284. 



not feel free to assume this responsibility; hence, a new 
edition was not published. 

In 1884 Mrs, 'White put out Volume ,1 of "Spirit of 
Prophecy." In the preface of this book it is stated, "\Ye 
believe that the 'writer has received the illumination of 
the Holy Spirit in preparing these pages." As SOOll as 
this book was read by some of the leading brethren, they 
discovered that it was largely taken from other publica 
tions. They very earnestly protested to Mrs, White 
through her son, \Y. C. But in spite of these protests 
they continued to publish this book unaltered, issuing 
nine editions between 1884 and] 888. 

In the third edition they added these words: "\Ye be 
Iieve that no one who know~ what it is to hold communion 
with our hca vonlv Father, 'rill fail to realize that the 
writer of these pages has drawn from the heavenly foun 
tain, and received help from the sanctual'.'-." Both of 
these statements also appear in the ninth edition, pub 
lished in 1888. 

THE GREAT 
COX1'ROVERSY 

B,\" :I\IRs. K G. WHITE 

AJ1Y Edition from 1884 to 
. the 9th, 1888 

] 2. "The emissary of Rome 
demanded that tl~ese Chris 
tian churches acknowledge 
the supremacy of the sov 
ereign pontiff. The Britons 
meekly replied that they 
desired to love all men, but 
that the pope was not en 
titled to supremacy in the 
church, and they could ren 
der to him only that sub 
mission which was due to 
every follower of Christ." 
67-8. 

HISTORY OF THE 
HEFOR::\L\. TIOX 

12. "Augustine thus ad 
dressed him: "Acknowledge 
the authority of the bishop 
of Rome.' . . . '\Ye desire 
to love all men,' meeklv re 
plied the venerable Brit 
ain; 'and what we do for 
you, we will do for him also 
whom yon call the pope. 
But he is not entitled to 
call himself the father of 
fathers, and the only sub 
mission we can render him 
is that which we owe to ev 
ery Christian.' " B. 17, Ch. 
2, p. 564; Vol. 5 p. 44. 
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LL "Ill the gloom of his 
dungeon, .Tohn lIm,s had 
foreseen the triumph of the 
true faith. Returning, in 
his dreams, to the humble 
parish where he had 
preached the gospel. he saw 
the pope and his bishops ef 
facing' the pictures of 
Christ which he had paint 
ed on the 'walls of his 
chapel. The sight caused 
him great distress; but the 
next dav he was filled with 
jov as il(' beheld manv ar 
tists busilv eng';jQ'ed in re 
placing the figures m 
.'!Teate]· 11 11 m b 6 r sand 
brigh tel' colors. "When 
their work was completed, 
the painters exclaimed 10 
the immense crowd sur 
rounding them, '?\ow let 
the popes and bishops 
come ! They shall never ef 
face them ~l(lre~! Said jhe 
Reformer, as he related his 
dream, 'I am certain that 
the image of Christ will 
never he eHac-ed. 'I'hev 
have wished to destroy it, 
but it shall be painted in 
all hearts bv much betteI' 
preachers t l~an myself.'" 
91,92. 

1:L 'When H,1~S "had been 
thrown into prison, the 
chapel or Bethlehem, in 
which he had proclaimed 
the g'osllel and the future 
triumphs of Christ, occu 
pied his mind much more 
than his own defense. One 
uieht the holy martvr saw 
in"'irnaginatidn. fl'~m the 
depths ~)f his dungeon, the 
pictures of Christ that he 
hud painted on the walls of 
his oratorv. effaced hv the 
:)0],8 and 11;s bishops .. This 
vision distressed him: but 
on the next day he saw 
nlrmy painters occupied in 
j·(',:lol'ill'1.' these figures in 
Q rca tor .~ number 'and in 
1)1'i2hlo1' colors. As soon as 
1 heir task was ended, the 
naintel's. who were sur 
;'ounded hv an immense 
(']'O\V(l, exe];limed, 'NO\v let 
the popes and bishops 
coinc : they shall never ef 
Iace them' more!'" B. ], 
eh. G, pp. 20-21; YoZ 1, 
p. 9/. 

] 4. "The inhabitants of 
Witternber, in great alarm, 
hastily returned to Tetzel: 
they told him that an Au 
gustine monk had treated 

14. "In great perplexity his letters with contempt. 
they sought out Tetzel, and The Dominican at this in 
informed him that an Au- telligence bellowed with 
gustine monk had treated anger. He stormed from 
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his letters with contempt. 
The friar was filled with 
rage. He uttered the most 
terrible curses, caused fires 
to be lighted in the public 
square. and declared that 
he had orders from the 
pope to burn the heretics 
who dared oppose his most 
holv indulgences.' 104. 

l:i. "The leg'ate was there 
f'ore charged to prosecute 
and reduce him to submis 
sion without delav, If he 
should remain ;teadfast. 
and the legate- should fail 
to gain possession of hi" 
person. he was emnowercd 
to proscribe him' in all 
places in (~erman:--. to put 
awav, curse. and excom 
municate all who were at 
tached to him." 110. 

16, "Young 111£-11. corning in 
sight of t he ('it.'· [Wittem 
berg] for the first time, 
would raise their hands to 
ward heaven. and thank 
God that he had caused the 
light of his truth to shine 
forth from that place as in 
the former ages from .Icru 
~a]cm." 115. 

the pulpit, employing in 
sults and curses; and to 
strike the people with 
zreat er terror, he had a 
fire lighted several times 
in the market-place, declar 
ing' that he had received an 
order from the pope to 
liurn all heretics who pre 
sumed to oppose his most 
holy indulgences." B.3,Ch. 
4, p. 78; Vol. 1, »». 273, 
274. 

] ;). ' 'The pope soon re 
turned to his maledictions: 
" 'If he persist in his ob 
stina CY. and vou cannot se 
cure his person, we auth 
orize you to proscribe him 
in every part of Germany: 
to banish, curse, and ex 
communicate all those who 
are attached to him: and to 
order all Christians to flee 
from their presenee.'" B. 
4, eh. 2, p. 107; -Vol. 1, 367. 
16. "These youths. who 
c-ame from every province, 
halted as soon as they dis 
covered the steeples of 'Wit 
temberg in the distance; 
t hey raised their hands to 
heaven, and praised God 
for haying caused the light 
of truth to shine forth from 
this city, as from Zion in 
times of old." B. 4, Ch. 10, 
p. 127; Vol. 1, p. 432. 
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17. "His doctrines were 
heard evervwherc.c=in con 
vents, in cottazes. in the 
("astJ~s of the n~bles. in the 
universities. in the palaces 
of kings." 116. 

1S. "The elec·tor had de 
«lared f'irrnlv that neither 
his imperial majestv nor 
an,' one else had yet 11111<1e 
it .appcar to him'that the 
Reformer's writings had 
been refuted; t hereLro]"(' he 
requested that Doctor Lu 
;11('1" he furnished with ;1 

snfc-rondurt, so that he 
mizht answer 1"0]" liunsel f 
before a tribunal of Jem'11- 
cd, pions, awl impartial 
judges. " I 19. 

l!J. ",Yith a persistence 
wort hv of a better «a use. he 
urzcd the matter npon the 
attcntion of princes. pre 
hies, and other members of 
the asxernhlv. accusinu th« 
Heforrncl' ~f sec1itior~ re 
hellion, impietv. and hlas 
phemv .. Bnt the H,hC'J1]cJ1('(' 
and passion manifested hv 
t 11 c leg'Me pJ (1 inly revea 1 e~l 
111M he was a cruated ])," 
ha tred and revensre ]'1] 1]w'r 
than bv zeal for ;·eligiol1." 
] 21. 

17. "Luther's words had 
found an echo every-where 
-in cottages and ('onvents, 
in the homes of the citizens 
and in the cast les of the no 
l.les, in the universities and 
in the pal ares of kings." 
B. 6. Cll. 2. p. 135; Vol. 2, 
jJ]J. D3-9-i. 

J S. ":\eithe1' his imperial 
rnaj('''t~· nor any other per 
son had shown that Luth 
(']'.,., writings had been re 
f'ntcd. and that they only 
(](,sened to he thrown into 
1 he tire: and finally, he re 
uuested that Doc-tor Luther 
~llOn 1<1 he furnished with a 
safc-conduct. so that he 
might Dj)lwnr before a tri 
huual of learned, pions, 
and impartial judges." B. 
6, Ch. 11, p. In; Vol. 2, 
1" 1(';). 

1 D. .: He was ('ontinuall~ 
-.;olic-iting· the princes, pre 
lates. nnrl diifel'Cnt mern 
h('1''' 0 [ the diet; he a ('cused 
the .\ngnstine monk not 
only (o( clisoh('<lience and 
JH'l:('~\' hut eH']1 of sedi 
tim].' rebellion. impiety, 
and hla,;phcm,\". But the 
H'lT tune of hi!'; voice be 
tl'a~'('c1 the passions by 
wh ich he was animated." 
B. 7. Ch. 1. p. 183; Vol. 2, 
v 198. 
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20. "The YCl",\~ fad of that 
appearance was a signal 
victorv for the truth. That 
a lll[ll~ whom the pope had 
condemned s h 0 U 1 d be 
judged bv another tribunal, 
was virt uallv a denial of 
the pontiff'~ supreme au 
thority. The Reformer, 
placed under ban, and de 
nounced f'rom human Iel 
lowship bv the pope, had 
been assured protection, 
and was granted a hearing, 
h~~ the highest dignitaries 
of the nation. Rome had 
«ommandcd him to be si 
lent: hut he was about to 
speak in the presence of 
t housa nels 1ron1 a 11 parts 
of Christendom." 12D. 

::21. "He [Thomas }Illllzel'] 
imagined himself ordained 
or' Cod to reform the world, 
forg'etting, like manv other 
enthusiasts, that the'reform 
should heg'in with himself. 
. . . He considered himself 
called of God to rcmed v the 
evil, and held that ~lam 
t'e~tations 01' the Spirit 
were the means by which 
this was to be accorn- 

20. c c This appearance was 
of itself a signa 1 victorv 
over the papacy. The pope 
had condemned the man, 
and he was now o:tall(ling' 
before a tribunal which, b,\~ 
this verv act, set itself 
aboyc the pope. The pope 
11;1< 1 laid him under an in 
tcrdict, and cut him off 
i'I'Olll all human societv : 
and vet he was sl1ml1lo]l;'d 
ill respectful language, and 
1'e('('i vod he !'01'(, . the most 
ausrust asscmhlv ill the 
,Yor1<1. The ]JOpC had con 
,lemnC'd him to perpetual 
SOl and he was JlO\\Y 

a bout to speak be Iorc 
thousands 0 I attentive 
hearers drawn t()!.~NlH'l' 
f'rorn the Iaithcst parts of 
Christendom." B. I. ell. 8, 
p. :ZOO; Yolo .2, j). ;2j3. 
21. "But as he ,1id not 
know h imscl f. and was 
wanting in t1'11e humility, 
he was possessed with a de 
sire of rerunning' the world, 
;:11(1 forgot. as all cnthusi 
""ts do. that the reforma 
tion should begin with him 
~.elf" ... 
" H e considered himself as 
called of God to rcmcdv 
this great evil. The l'eveh~ 
tionsL of the Spirit were in 
his eyes the means by 
which his reform was to he 
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plished, and that he who 
had the ::;pirit possessed 
the true faith, though he 
mizht never see the written 
word. . 

"}[ell naturally 10\"8 the 
marvelous, and whatever 
flatters their pride." 1-+9, 
150. 

'J') "In th« t'Yilllgelir'al 
~1(ltcs, whcr« there 'would 
}w danger of revolt. no new 
rr-Iorm should he int ro 
du-cd, there should be ]]0 

pj'(,~l(him" upon disputed 
points, tho cclchr.u ion of 
the mass should not he on 
posed, and no Roman Cntil 
olic should he permuted to 
unhra('(' Lutheranism, 

"If this dccree breamc' a 
lair, the Rdormation could 
ur-ithcr he extended wharc 
ns vet it had not )'e[l('h""I. 
1((11' be extablishcd on a firm 
foundation whore it £11- 
rcndv existed .... The rc 
estaL;li~hll1Cllt 0 i' tho papal 
luorarchv would incvitablv 

effected. 'II e who possess 
es this Spirit,' said he, 
'possesses the true faith, 
alt houah he should never 
,ee th~ Scriptures in his 
life.' " ":\Ian lows the 
marvelous, and wha tever 
flatters his pride.)' RIO, 
eh. 10, p. :n4; 1'07. 3, PjJ. 
217,218. 
Z:!., 'The mujoiitv carne to 
n resolutioJl on the 2+th of 
~[;Ii'('h tl1<11 overv religious 
innovat ion should continue 
to l:e iiltc'rclieted in the 
1'1;1:'(" wl.oro the ('(lief of 
'\'01'111S b\(l hee]1 carried 
out : arul th;lt in those 
".-h"l'(' 1111' lw(l c1C\i 
;) tcd f'rorn it, aud where 
thcv could not conform to 
it \\~ijh()n' (bllf.!Cl' of' revolt. 

,:]ln111.1 at least ('r!'ed 
)10 new rcf'orm, they should 
touch 11]1(']] J10 ('ollti'oYcrt0cl 
pornt. t hcv should not op- 
1)0-;0 the colebration of the 
]11:1",., the,\' should permit 
no Roman-catholic to em 
brace Lutheranism," . , . 
"If it l.ccamc a law, the 

r:crormatioll could neither 
l,e extended into those 
pla :'es where as vet it was 
unknown. nor he ostab- 
1 ished on solid foundations 
in those where it alrcadv 
existed. The re-establish 
ment of the Romish hier 
nrchv stipulated in the 
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cause a revival of the an 
cient abuses; and an occa 
sion would rcadilv be found 
for completing t1~e destruc 
tion of a work that had al 
ready heen shaken by fa 
naticism and dissention. 

proposition, ,Yonld. infalli 
lily bring bade the ancient 
abuses; and the least devi 
ation from so vexatious an 
ordinance would easily fur 
nish the Rornanists ~-ith a 
pretext for completing the 
destruction of a work al 
rcadv so violently shaken. 
23. " ... In fact, they were 
len free. in appearance at 
least. to profess their faith; 
ought thcv to demand 
more? Could they do so? 
Were thev bound to consti 
tute themselves the cham 
pions of Iibertv of con 
scionco in all the world? 

2:3. ":';-8ve1' were those men Never, perhaps, had there 
placed in a more tr,\-ing' po- heen a more critical situa 
"ilion; hut they caine forth tion: but these noble-mind 
f'rorn the test with pi-iuci- cd men carne victorious out 
j)les unsullied .... Should of' the trial. "What should 
thev lend their influence to they legalize by anticipa 
restore the stake and the tor- tion the scaffold and t):11' 
turc 7 Hhould t hev oppose torture V Should they op .. 
the advancement of truth. pose the Flo Iy Ghost in its 
-oppo~e the Spirit of God work of conver-ting souls to 
in its work of callinsr men Christ? Should thev for 
to Christ? Could thev re- ~..ret their Masters com 
fuse ohediellee to the' Say- mand.' Go IfC into all the 
iour's command.' Go ve into 1L'01'l17, and pl'cach the (}os 
Ii E the world, and preach pel to e 1.'.1' I'U creai u re?' If 
the gospel to evorv ('1'('11- one of the states of the em 
t ure ' ~ Ouzht they to con- pire desired some day to 
sent that those who might follow their example and 
desire to renounce error he reformed. should they 
should he denied the privi- take away its power of do 
lege? Having entered the ing so? Having themselves 
kingdom of Heaven them- entered the kingdom of 

[12] 

"The.'- themselves were 
il p pa rent 1.'- left free to 
maintain their faith. Ought 
they not to he sa tisricd 
wit h this 7 Should thev 
throw themselves into th'(' 
conflict to wrestle for lib 
erty of conscience in all the 
world 7" ]58, ]59. 



heaven. should they shut 
the door after t he~? No: 
rather endure everything, 
sacrifice cvervthinz, even 
their states, th0ir 'crowns, 
and their lives. 

c , 'Let us reject this de 
cree," said the princes. 'In 
matters 01' conscience the 
majority has no power.' 
'It is to the decree of 1526,' 
added the cities, 'that we 
are indebted for the peace 
that the empire enjovs : its 
a bolition would fill Ger 
rna J1\' with troubles and di 
':isio\ls. The diet is incom 
potent to do more than pre 
serve religious liberty until 
a council meets,' " B. 1:3, 
Ch. 5, p. 424; Yolo 4, »». 
68, 69, ro. 
24, "Ferdinand and the 
priests. . determined, 
however, on vanquishing 
what the." called a daring' 
obstinacv ; ... On the 12th 
of Apri! they were sum 
moned before the diet: in 
vain did the." allege the ab 
sence of some of their num 
ber, and ask for delay. It 
was refused. . . said 
Pfarrer ... ',ve must either 
deny the word of God, or 
be burnt,' . , . 
"The elector-palatine and 
King Ferdinand himself 

"He begged them to ac- begged the princes to ac 
cept the decree, assuring cept the decree, assuring 
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solves, should they bar the 
way so that oth~rs could 
not enter? Rather would 
they sacrifice their domin 
ions, their titles, and their 
own lives. 

c 'Let us reject this de 
('ree.' said the princes. 'In 
matters of conscience the 
majoritv has no power.' 
The deputies declared that 
Gerrnanv was indebted to 
the deer'ee of toleration for 
the peace which she en 
joyed, and that its abolition 
would fill the empire with 
troubles and divisions. 'The 
Diet is incompetent,' said 
they, 'to do more than pre 
serve religious Iibertv until 
a council meets.' To protect 
liberty of conscience is the 
duty of the State. and this 
is the limit of its authority 
in matters of relizion .... ;, 
J5D. ' 

2·1-. "'rhe papists deter 
mined to put down what 
t hey termed daring obstin 
acy ... , The princes were 
at last summoned before 
the Diet. They pleaded for 
del a.", but in vain .... Said 
one of the Reformers, "We 
must either deny the word 
of God or-he b~rned.' ... 



them that such an act 
would be highly zratifvinc 
to the emperor .. '. . The; 
answered calmly, "We will 
obev the emperor in every 
thing that mav contribute 
to maintain peace and the 
honor of God.' ... 

. , J-I a ving thus spoken, he 
withdrew from the assem 
blv, giying' the Reformers 
no opportunity for deliber 
ation or reIJI~-. In vain they 
sent messengers entreating; 
him to return. To their re 
monstrances he answered 
on lv. 'It is a settled affair; 
submission is all that re 
Blains.' ... 
"The~- appealed from the 

decision of the Diet to the 
word of Cod, and from the 
emperor 0 f (~l'rmany to the 
King of kings and Lore} 
of' Iords. 
"As P'erdinand had re 
Iuscd to rczard their COIl 

scient ions convictions. the 
prince'; decided not to heod 
his absence, hut to bring' 
their Protest before the na 
tional council without de 
la~." 100,161. 

them that the emperor 
would he exceedingly pleas 
ed with them. "We will 
obey the emperor,' replied 
thev calmly, 'in everv thing 
that may:' contrib~lte to 
maintain the peace and the 
honor of God.' " ... 
"Thus did Charles' bro 

thel' notify an order to the 
Christian 'princes, and then 
retire without caring even 
if there was any reply to be 
made. To no purpose they 
sent a deputation entreat 
ing the king to return. 'It 
is a settled affair,' repeat 
ed Ferdinand ; 'submission 
is a 11 that remains.''' B. 
] :3, Ch. 5, p. 425; Yolo 4, 
1)/). 10, 71, 7.'2. 
";\s Ferdinand paid no 
attention to their ('0111- 

plaints, they ought to pav 
none to his absence to ap 
peal from the report of the 
diet to the word of God, 
an.l from the emperor 
Charles to Jesus Christ the 
King of kings and Lord of 
lords." B. 13, Ch. 0, p. 
42:): Yolo 4, ZJ. 1'3. 

2,). "This protest and 
2;). "A deep impression deelaration produced a 
was made upon the Diet. deep impression. . . . The 
The majority were filled majority became the prey 
with amazement and alarm of the liveliest fears. As 
at the boldness of the pro- for the Protestants, rely 
testers. . . . But the Re- ing, jure liumano, upon the 
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formers, assured of the jus 
tiee of their cause, and r e 
l~-ing upon the arm of Om 
nipotence, were full of 
courage and firmness. 
"The Protest denied the 

right of civil rulers to legis 
late in matters between the 
soul and God. and declared 
'with prophets and apostles, 
"Ye ought to obey God 
rather than men.' It re 
jectcd also the arbitrary 
]lower of the church .... 
The protesters had thrown 
off the yoke of man's 5U 
prerua ey, and had exalted 
Christ as supreme in the 
church, and his word in the 
pulpit." 16:2. 

c , Its principles 31'e the 
YOn- essence of Protestant 
ism." 136. 

:2G. "It was about this time 
that ::\Ielallethon hurried 
his friend Grnlaeus thru 
the streets of Spires to the 
Rhine. and uraed him to 
cross the river without de- 
lay. 
,', G1'ynaeus. in astonish 

ment,' desired to know the 
reasons for this sudden 
fig'ht. Said Melancthon. 
"An old man of grave and 
solemn aspect, but who is 
unknown to me, appeared 
before me and said, "In a 

edict of Spires, and [ure 
divino, upon the Bible. 
they were full of couraae 
anci firmness. . 
"The principles contained 
in this celebrated protest 
... constitute the very es 
senee of Protestantism .... 
Protestantism set s the 
power of conscience above 
the magistrate, and the au 
thority of the Word of 
God . above the visible 
Church. In the first place, 
it rejects the civil power in 
divine things, and says with 
the prophets and apostles, 
We must obc?! God, rather 
tlian. man." 

" ... Protestantism threw 
off man's authority solely 
to place Jesus Cl~I'ist O~l 
the throne of the Church. 
and His Word in the pul 
pit." B. 13. eh. 6, p. 426; 
roz. 4, »». 16', 77. 
26. "A short time previ 
ouslv Mclancthon hastily 
conducted through the 
streets of Spires, towards 
the Rhine. his friend Simon 
G1'ynaeus, pressing- him to 
cross the river. The latter 
was astonished at such pre 
cipitation. 'An old man of 
grave and solemn air, hut 
who is unknown to me.' 
said Melancthon, 'appeared 
before me, and said, "In a 
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minute the officers of jus 
tice will be sent bv Ferdi 
nand to arrest Gr:n~aeus. " , 
On the hanks of the Rhine, 
Melaucthon waited until 
the waters of that stream 
interposed between his be 
loved friend and those 
who sought his life. When 
he saw him on the other 
side at last. he said. 'He is 
torn from the cruel jaws of 
those who thirst for inno 
cent blood.' 

, 'Gn-naeus had been on 
intimate terms with 11 lead 
ing papist doctor , hut, hav 
ing been shocked at one of 
his sermons. he went to 
him, and entreated that he 
would no lonzer war 
against the trnth: The pa 
pist concealed his anger, 
hut immediately repaired 
to the king, and obtained 
from him authoi-itv to ar 
rest the ])1'otester.· When 
}Ielanrt hon returned to his 
house, he was informed 
that after his departure 01' 
ricers in pursuit of Gry 
naeus had searched it from 
top to bottom. He ever be 
lieved that the Lord had 
sa ved his friend. by sending 
a holy angel to give him 
warning." 164, 165. 

minute officers of justice 
will be sent by Ferdinand 
to arrest Grvn'aeus.' As he 
was intimat'e with Faber. 
and had been scandalized 
at one of his sermons, (iry 
naeus went to him. and 
heg'g-ed him no longer to 
make war azainst the truth. 
F abe r dissembled his 
anger, but immediately af 
ter repaired to the king, 
[rom whom he had obtained 
an order against the impor 
tunate professor of Heidel 
berz. Mclancthon doubted 
nut'that God had saved hi,.; 
]'l'ienc1 bv sending one of 
His holy angels to forewarn 
him. Motionless on the 
hanks or the Rhine, he 
waited until the waters of 
that stream had rescued 
(;l':'nae\1s from his persc 
enters. "At last.' cried 1\le 
lancthon, as he saw him on 
the opposite side, 'at last 
he is torn from the cruel 
jaws of .those who thirst 
for innocent blood.' When 
he returned to his house, 
Melancthon was informed 
that officers in search of 
Gl'vnaeus had ransacked it 
from top to bottom." Book 
13, eh. 6, p. 428; Vol. 4, 
vu- 82, 83. 
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:2i. "It was a law among 
them that all who entered 
t he ministry should. before 
taking charge of a church 
at home. sen-e three years 
in the missionary field. 
As the hands of th~ men of 
(~od were laid upon their 
heads, the youth saw be 
fore them, n~t the prospect 
or carthlv wealth or glory, 
hnt possibly a ma rtvr ts 
fate. The missionaries be 
gan their labors in the 
plains and vallovs at the 
foot of their own moun 
tains, going' forth two and 
two. as .Iesus sent out his 
disciples .... 
"To make known the 

nature of their mission 
would 1u1"(, insured its de 
feat: therefore they con 
cealed their real ("h,~]'aeter 
under the guise of some 
secular profession. most 
cornornnlv that of merch 
ants 01' peddlers. 'I'hcv of 
fered for sale silks, jewel 
ry. and other valuable ar- 
tleles. and were received as 
merchants where the v 
would have been repulsed 
as missionaries. All the 
while their hearts were up 
lifted to God for wisdom to 
present a treasure more 
precious than gold or gems. 
They carried about with 

THE HISTORY OF 
PROTEST AXTISl\I 
Bv J. A. 'WYLIE 

27. "It was an old law 
among them that all who 
took o'i'ders in their Church 
should, before being eli 
gible to a home charge, 
serve three vears in the 
mission field. The youth 
on whose head th~ as 
sembled bcrbes laid their 
hands saw in prospect not 
a rich benif'ice, but a pos 
sible martvrdom .... Theil' 
mission field was the realms 
that lay outspread at the 
foot of their own moun 
tains. 'I'hev 'went forth two 
and t\VO, concealing their 
real character under the 
guise of a secular profes 
"ion. most comrnonlv that 
of mercha nts or peddlers. 
Thev carried silks, jewelry, 
and other articles, at that 
time not easily purchas 
able "aye at distant marts, 
and they were welcomed as 
rnerehm;ts where the y 
would have been spurned 
as missionaries. . . . But 
their address was mainly 
shown in vending, without 
money and without price, 
rarer and' more valuable 
merchandise t han the 
gems and silks which had 
procured them entrance. 
They took care to carry 
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among their wares or about 
their persons, portions or 
the Word of God, their own 
transcription commonly. 
and to this they would 
draw the attentio'u of the 
inmates. ,Yhen they saw a 
desire to possess it, thev 
would freely make a gift 
of it where the means to 
purchase were absent. Book 
1. ell. 7; Vol. i, pp. 30, 32. 
28. "The hull invited all 
Catholics to take up the 
cross against the heretics; 
and to stimulate them in 
this pious work, it 'ab 
solved from all ecclesiasti 
cal pa ins and penal ties, 
general and particular; it 
released all who joined the 
crusade from any oaths 
they might have taken , it 
lezitimatised their title to 
anv property they might 
haw illegally a cquired, and 
promised remission of all 
their sins to such as should 
kill anv heretic. It an 
nulled all contracts made ill 
favour of Vaudois, ordered 
t heir domestics to a bandon 
them, forbade all persons to 
g'ive them any aid what 
ever and empowered all 
persons to take possession 
of their property.' " B. ]6, 
eh. 1; Vol. 2, p. 485. 

[The citations from D 'Aubigna are given from two edi 
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them portions of the Holv 
Scriptures concealed in 
their clothing or merchan 
dise, and whenever they 
could do so with safetv , 
they called the attention of 
the inmates of the dewell- 
ing to these manuscripts. 
,Yhen they saw that an in 
terest was awakened, thev 
left some portion with them 
as a g·ift." 76. 
28. "This hull invi tcd all 
Catholics to take up the 
cross against the heretics. 
In order to stimulate them 
in this cruel work. it ah 
solved them from all ecclesi 
astical pains and penalties. 
it released all who joined 
the crusade from any oaths 
thev might haw taizen: it 
leg~lized their tit le to any 
proper-tv which thev might 
han' illegally acquired. and 
promised remission of all 
their sins to such as should 
kill any heretic. It an 
nualled' all contracts mad" 
in favor of the Vaudois. 01' 
(Iered their domestics to 
abandon them, forbade all 
persons to give them anv 
aid whatever and cmnow 
ered all per~ons to Ltake 
possession of their proper 
tv, " 8:i-84. 

with the Ill, concealed 

., 
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tions. The first is from a single volume, and the second 
in italics-from a five volume set. 'I'he Book and Chap 
ter are common to both J. 

Protest against using the thoughts of others without 
credit continued to be presented to Mrs. White so that ill 
1892 a new and enlarged edition was published in which 
a few of the plagiarized portions were enclosed in quota 
tion marks, but without credit. Not until 1911 did they 
come out honestlv and give the proper credit to the 
authors from which she had plagiarized so much, 

In this 1892 edition, Mrs, White herself inserted a 
preface. We quote a few statements from her preface: 
"Through the illumination of the Holy Spirit, the scenes 
of the long-continued conflict between good and evil have 
been opened to the writer of these pages." 

"As the spirit of God has opened to 111)- mind the 
great truths of his 'YOI'd, and the scenes of the past awl 
the future. I have been bidden to make known to others 
what has thus been revealed." 

In this preface she also admits that she had taken 
some of her information from other authors 1 "In some 
cases where a historian has so grouped together events 
as to afford, in brief, a comprehensive view of the sub 
ject. or has summarized details in a convenient manner. 
his words have been quoted." ' 

Mrs, White not only purloined the thoughts of others, 
hut she was also guilty of using' illustrations without 
credit. Tho third e~litio~ of "Gre~t Controversv;' which 
was published in 1885 first introduced a series of illus 
trations. With our limited library we were able to locate 
at least nine of these illustrations· which were taken from 
other authors without cred it. vVe will list a few of these 
stolen illustrations . 
GREAT CONTROVERSY 
Pages 
60 Penance of Henry 4 at Canossa 
76 Waldensian Missionaries 
92 Jerome Led to Martyrdom 
106 Luther's Protest Against Indulgences 
154 Reformers Preaching in the Fields 
162 Reading the Protest at the Diet of Spires 
130 Luther Before the Diet [D'Aubigne 
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WYLIE, Vol. 1 
Pages 
13 
30 
175 
264 
445 
552 
183 



In addition to this there are a number of portraits 
reproduced which are taken from other histories. Un 
questionably all of the illustrations arc taken from other 
authors without credit. but our library is too limited to 
locate them. These ,~ere not only ~tolen from other 
authors but they went to the extreme of labeling' these 
Iull page illustrations with the imprint of ,,'Pacific 
Press, Oakland, CaL" 

When I was active with the clenomination it was cur 
rently reported that people, on entering' Mrs. 'White's 
room, frequuentlv found her copying from a book on her 
lap, but as they entered, she tried to conceal the book. 
These reports I did not believe at that time as I had the 
utmost confidence in their honesty. 

For nine successive editions of this book she contin 
ued to usc the very words of other authors in some cases, 
and in many cases she simply altered a word here and 
there, so it could not he considered an exact quotation. 
Not l~ntil renewed protest had heen entered did she even 
use quotation marks and not until four years before she 
died, did she do justice to the people from whom she 
gained her information. The fact that she used quotation 
marks and gave credit in the last edition is an acknow 
ledgement o-n her part that she did practice plagiarism. 
How much more she took from others without credit will 
probably never he known. 

W e have evidence that she used the thouzhts of others 
without credit in her later books, but afte~' her experi 
('nee with" Sketches from the Life of Paul," and" Great 
Controversy," she was more cautious and henee did not 
verv often use any or the exact words of the authors 
I"ro{n which she copied. 

\Ve have it from good authority that one of her help 
ers who did most of the work of "Desire of the Ages" 
said more than once with deep regret, "Oh, this awful 
plagiarism 1 ' , Desire of Ages is practically all culled 
from other authors on the Life of Christ. Just recently 
we received the best of evidence that Fannie Bolto;:l 
wrote "Steps to Christ" without any dictation or assist 
ance from Mrs. White whatever. It was her product in 
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toto, but was published as Mrs. 'White's production. 
Editor of YOllth's Instructor Hard on u-« White 
Some veal'S alto the editor of the Youth's Instructor 

received so many plagiarized copies for publication that 
she was driven to pronounce condemnation for such dis 
honesty in the columns of the Instructor. The following 
is taken from an editorial in the Youth's Instructor of 
December 25, 1917: 

"Thus it zoes. On everv hand there are similar evi 
dences of dishonesty. It is Just as wrong to appropriate 
to one" self credit for productions written hy another as 
to steal a horse. One who boldly signs his name to an 
other's article, and allows it to appear in print as his 
own. is a thief of the darkest hue. 

"Taking another '8 knowledge and parading it as 
one's own is a despicable thing to do. The student 'who 
copies at examination time is dishonest; but plagiarism 
is a meaner kind of thieverv, if there arc degrees of dis 
honestv, 

''"\\In- do people do it? It is a crime punishable by 
law. It is as much of a disgrace, to say nothing of the 
sin. as to break into a ncizhbors house and steal his 
goods. . 

" ",\'11 who profess common dec-ency, much less Christi 
anitv, should eschew all forms of dishonesty, Let us he 
true' and pure in all we do, that the Lord I~1(lY claim us 
as His own, and that we mav not grieve Him again h~r 
plaving a Judas part in Life." 

This is pretty strong language. It is not ours, hut the 
words of 1 he editor of the Youth's Instructor, directed 
against high school students, missionaries. and house 
wives for appropriatillg the thoughts of others without 
giving them credit. 

We at once wrote to the editor, c-omplimenting her tor 
her sense of fair plav and her courage in expressing her 
convictions so forciblv, at the same time expressing re 
gret that this editorial had not been published forty 
years before so as to have saved the denomination a great 
embarrassment because of the writings of ::\lrs. White, 
Needless to say we received no reply. ~ 
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If it is such a "despicable thing" to do; if "it iii a 
erim« punishable by law"; if "it is as much of a dis 
grace, to say nothing of the sin, as to break into a neigh 
bors house and steal his goods," that high school stu 
dents and housewives and" all who possess common de 
cency, much less Christianity, should eschew," then what 
must it he for one who claims to be the mouthpiece of 
-Iehovah ? 

The reader will III case take notice that we are simply 
using the language of the editor of the denominational 
Youth's Instructor. We do not use such strong language, 
hur we must affirm, without fear of contradiction, that 
i I' such language is applicable to the common people, it is 
110t out of' place when applied to the same sin practiced 
b,\' <l prophet. 

I t is most disgusting to note the attempts made on the 
p.n-t o!' lit'i' 1'\'[('11<[" to defeml this Sill and crime. Some of 
the' ";l1PJlose(ll~- best mr-n in the: denominatiull han' tried 
tn cover up this thct.t h,\- aecnsing the printers of being 
g'nilt,\· o l' omitting the quotation marks, but cvervone fa 
m ilia r 'with the printing business knows that the tvpe 
,,('i i<'r si ruplv "1'0]]0\,;"; ('()p.'~," a nd the author of e,-cr," 
11001-: ]'C:;c'!, proof or ]J:1:"; a trustv proof reader who lias 
1)('(']1 ('mmC't'ic(1 with the production of the manuscript, 
to read proof'. The publishers are in no sense whatever 
responsiblo for these omissions. Xo one is responsible hut 
::\11·s. 'White herself', 

The «xcuso is h-c(lllenth~ offered that ::\11's, White did 
this in the davs of he;' vouth and innocence. This excuse 
i'< tell) "hallow to expect intelligent people to believe. 
When ::\[1'S. White did most of this plagiarism she was 
vcrv close to three score years of age. She was old enough 
to know better. 

Then again. ::\Irs. White claims that the Lord called 
her to reprove ~in among His people. 'Vas He able to usc 
her to reprove other writers hut not ahle to point out 
such a great sin on the part of His prophet? Such ex 
cuscs are worse than silly. They are sinful and should 
never he indulg-ed in. 1'l{e only proper course to pursue 
is to acknowledge that Mrs. White simply stole these 
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things from other writers and passed them off as inspi 
ration from the Lord. Xo other explanation is worthy of 
consideration. Eyer~' S. D. A. who gives anv careful 
study to this subject will he led to see that its divine ori 
gin is mockery. 

Let cvcrv reader of these f'acts demand 311 explana 
tion from those in authoritv. These things arc not only 
a shame to Mrs. White, hut they are a disgrace to the 
denomination and should be confessed. What must hon 
est people think of a denomination who claim to be "the 
remnant church ' because they keep all the command 
ments of (~od and have a prophet. when the~' learn that 
said prophet actuallv took most of' her ideas from other 
writers and then claimed that God revealed them to her 
in vision ? 

That the writiuzs of J[I'~. Whitc <ll'(' ('onsi,lered direct 
revelations from Cod ];y hC'rself :111,1 by the ,1en(\minatiol1 
is common knowledge 'to all intelligent members of this 
people. Out o I the ruanv proofs of this we will eitc hut 
two. 

Jfl's. ,Yhite Sin-s: "Tn thcse letters which I write, ill the 
testimonies I bc';n'. I am presenting to yon that which 
the Lord has nrcsented to me. I do not "Tile one article 
in the paper (::xpl'essing' mcrelv 111,\' own ideas. The:- ,11'e 
what Go,l has opened before me in vision-s-the 11l'eeiom; 
rays of l isrht sh inins: from the throne." Tes .. Vol. J, 
]l. (ii. 

F. :U. Wilcox. editor of the Review and Herald, their 
denominational orzun. writes: "The wi-itinzs of }Irs. 
B. G. ,Yhite" .. ' . are "the messages 01' iiod to the 
remnant church. and should be re('~'i\'ed as such, the 
same as were the messages of the prophets of old. As 
Samuel was a prophet to Israel in his day, as .J eremiah 
was a prophet to Israel in the clays of the raptiyity, as 
.Iohn the Baptist came as a special messenger of tho 
Lord to prepare the war for Christ's appearing. so we 
believe that Mrs. 'White was a prophet to the church of 
Christ todav, And the same as the messages of the 
prophets w~re received in olden times, so hc~ messages 
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should be received at the present time." Review and 
Herald, Oct. 4, 1928. 

Brethren, we have presented the facts, many of which, 
so far as we know, have never before been published. 
What are you going to do about it? We recognize it as a 
most serious question; the most serious question the de 
nomination has ever had to face, but it must be faced, 
and faced honestly and fearlessly; and i he sooner the 
better. Honest people will not subscribe to such a creed, 
neither will honest mem hers remain under such a creed, 
after they become acquainted with these facts. And thev 
are fast becoming acquainted with these shameful facts. 
If you don't believe this, just watch developments in 
Denmark, in GeJ'num~-, in Australia, and in manv other 
centers. The broadcasting of these facts arc no longer 
confined to tho Gathering Call; other voices are el'ying 
aloud in all parts of the world. The leaders haw kept 
these things, together with manv other similar facts, from 
the people for more than eighty years, but it can 't he 
done much longer. 

A better way would he to convene that promised 
council and honestly thrash these things out on ce for all, 
and be honest with your people. Will ~'()U do it? 

Again we offer to publish anv explanation furnished 
to us bv anv re('og-nized representative of the denomina 
tion. Brethren. "it is vour moye." 

'VE VE='iTURE TO PROPHESY 
that the only attempt to meet these facts on the part of 
leaders will be a renewed attack on the Editor for publish 
ing these damaging' facts. 

This issue presents some very strong arguments in 
favor of calling that promised COUNCIL, and at the same 
time it will stimulate the Editor of the Review and Herald 
to continue to oppose it. 

The Review and Herald have acknowledged that their 
attorney is a Roman Catholic, but they were not honest in 
making the acknowledgment. We purpose to air this "cor 
rection" in our next issue. Don't miss it. 
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The publishers of The Gathering Call believe and teach: 
That the Bible is the inspired revelation of God to sinful man: 
That the Bible and the Bible only. impressed and interpreted by the 

Holy Spirit. is the sole guide of man in spiritual things. 
That eternal life is bestowed upon man as a free gift of grace and 

cannot be earned by any amount of good works. 
That good works, or the keeping of the Commandments, are the fruits 

and not the means of salvation. 
That the literal, personal second coming of Jesus Christ is close at 

hand. 

MRS. "TRITE'S INDEBTEDNESS 
When Mrs. White died she was $90,000.00 in debt; and 

practically all of this was in the form of notes given for 
borrowed money. She borrowed money from about sixty 
individuals and institutions; thus making the average amount 
about $1,500.00 each. The amounts varied from a few hun 
dred to nearly $11,000_00. These notes were usually signed 
by herself, tho some of the late ones were signed by A. H. 
Mason to whom she gave the power of attorney about two 
veal'S before she died. 
. To offset this $90,000.00 of indebtedness she had assets 
to the amount of $65,721.87. Of this amount about $1,500.00 
was cash, nearly $15,000.00 was real estate and farm equip 
ment, $7,413.71 in accounts receivable, $40,000.00 in copy 
rights, plates, books, etc., and the balance consisted of 
household goods, library, etc. 

All of this property was advertised for sale and only 
one bid was offered; that was by the General Conference. 
Their bid was $87,250.00, which at the time, they thot would 
cover all of her indebtedness, but it proved to be insufficient 
and they had to make an additional appropriation. In of 
fering their bid they stated that they did not consider the 
property worth that amount but they did it for the good 
of the cause. 

All the time Mrs. White was preparing the manuscripts 
for her various books she and her son were both receiving 
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regular salaries from the General Conference and they also 
furnished her stenographic help. At the same time she was 
receiving heavy royalities from the sale of her books. As 
she was a regular employee of the denomination her product 
in a measure belonged to her employers, so that aside from 
the valuation of the copyrights, plates, etc., her assets fell 
short of her debts to the amount of more than 8134,000.00. 

)IRS. WHITE OW::-.iED OVER 200 ACRES OF LAND 

Most of Mrs. White's real estate had been disposed of 
before her death. A few veal'S before she owned nearly 
seventy-four acres of very fine bottom land at the foot o'f 
Mt. Howell, just below the St. Helena Sanitarium, one 
hundred and twenty acres of land on the side of Mt. Howell, 
ten lots and a bungalow in St. Helena, besides other scat 
tered pieces of real estate. 

Mrs. White's defenders invariably declare that she lived 
up to her own Testimonies. Let the reader harmonize Mrs. 
White's indebtedness with some of her utterances. She 
says: ';But, from the light He has given me, every effort 
should be made to stand free from debt." T7 2013. 

Again on page 2313, she says: "Let them guard them 
selves as with a fence of barbed wire against the inclination 
to go into debt." 

On page 207 of Vol. 6, she says: "We should shun debt 
as we should shun the leprosy." And on page 102 we find 
t11is statement: "It is displeasing to God for our churches 
to be burdened with debt." 

WHY WAS MRS. WHITE IN DEBT? 

Why did Mrs. White borrow so much money? This is 
a question that has perplexed many, even among her most 
ardent admirers. Everybody knows that the followers of a 
supposed prophet always have an alibi with which they try 
to satisfv the faithful. But is there any reasonable excuse 
for a prophet violating the instructions ,vhich she claims God 
gave her for His people? Are prophets above the law? 
Are they a law unto themselves? 

It is stoutly affirmed that Mrs. White borrowed money 
to help the cause; but you will notice that neither she nor 
her defenders produce any figures in support of this claim. 
If this is true, let the Review and Herald publish a list of 
the donations that she made to the various institutions and 
mission fields. If that is where her money went, the publi 
cation of such figures would put to rest many anxious 
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believers. A published statement of her income and expendi 
tures would be interesting, to say the least. 

When the leaders tried to reduce expenses they volun 
teered to reduce their own salaries and asked. Mrs. White to 
join them, but she refused to allow her salary to be cut. 
Again they tried to economize by cutting off .. royalties on 
their publications, but she refused to allow her royalties to 
be altered, and they were compelled to make an exception in 
her case. 

It is a well known fact, among the leaders at least, that 
Mrs. White received as high as $8,000.00 a year royalties 
from her books that were published and sold by the denomi 
nation. In addition to this and her salary she was receiving 
pay for writing for the denominational papers, and thou 
sands of dollars from people who were dissatisfied with the 
manner in which some officials used the tithe. 

No, Mrs. White was not extravagant in her home or 
person. Then what did she do with all her income? In the 
first place what business had Mrs. White to speculate in 
real estate? Why should she be possessed with over 200 
acres of land? In 1882 she wrote: "We ought now to be 
heeding the injunction of our Saviour, 'Sell that ye have, 
and give alms; provide for yourselves bags which wax not 
old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not.' It is now 
that our brethren should be cutting down their possessions 
instead of increasing them." Tes. Vol. 5, p. 152. And in 
1909 she reproved a brother for investing his money in land 
and thus was unable to loan her money. Tes. Vol. 9, pp. 
57. 58. Did she want to borrow this to buy part of that 
200 acres? 

The simple truth lies in the fact that Mrs. White had 
two sons who were as reckless spenders as were ever con 
nected with the movement, and that is where a large part 
of her monev went. One of Edson White's confidential em 
ployees told 'us that Mrs. White paid $60,000.00 of her son's 
debts before she died and it was currently reported that the 
General Conference had to pay another $60,000.00 to clear 
up his debts after the death of his mother. If these reports 
are only half true it explains what she did with some of her 
money. He borrowed money wherever he could on the 
strength of being the son of the prophet, and ran bills for 
labor, household goods, groceries, coca cola, etc., until no 
one would extend him credit. 

That Mrs. White received heavy royalties from her 
books is confirmed in a letter emanating from Eld. W. C. 
White's office, written in 1930. Some one had written to 
Eld. White for an explanation of why his mother went into 
debt so heavily. He was just leaving on a trip east so he 
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turned it over to his son-in-law for reply. In speaking of 
her debts he wrote: "The royalties in a few years would 
have paid it all off. . . . Had there not been much work 
carried forward in this office since her death in the way of 
preparing her works for translation in other languages, and 
several new books, the debt would have been entirely cleared 
up long ago." 

If the General Conference realized the appraisers' valu 
ation of her estate aside from her copyrights, her indebted 
ness would still stand at $64,278.13. This letter of explana 
tion was written 15 veal'S after Mrs. White's death. If the 
royalties would have' paid this debt "in a few years," or 
"the debt would have been entirely cleared up long ago," 
we certainly are warranted in concluding that her royalties 
amounted to a very liberal income. "A few years" and 
"long ago" applied to 15 years, certainly would not be 
longer than ten- years. On this basis her annual royalties 
would have amounted to $6,427.81, and if "long ago" re 
duced it to eight years her income from her books alone 
would amount to over eight thousand dollars per year. 

If they were still preparing "new books" and "her 
works for translation" since her death and yet the debt was 
being reduced, why did her debts continue to increase while 
she was living? "Vas it because she was a poor manager, 
or did her son manage - for her? 

SOME ITE;\IS IN HER WILL 
We have before us a copy of Mrs. White's will. There 

are some provisions in it which seem strange in view of 
some things which she had written. In a testimony on 
"Wills and Legacies," written in 1880, she said: "Some are 
so situated that wills must be made. But in doing this, care 
should be taken not to give to sons and daughters means 
which should flow into the treasury of God." Tes. Vol. 4, 
p. 484. In the same chapter she said: "His [God's] claims 
should have your first consideration." p. 482. 

In the face of this she willed her son, Edson, $3,000.00 
and ten per cent of her net income. Besides willing to her 
other son, W. C., many of her books and manuscripts, she 
also left him ten per cent of her income, and set aside an 
other five per cent for the education of her "grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and other worthy individuals." She also 
instructed her trustees to; sell sufficient of her real estate 
to give $500.00 each to two of her grandchildren and three 
of her helpers. All of these bequests were to be made before 
any of her "honest debts," except the expenses of her last 
sickness and burial were to be paid. 
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Instead of making "God first" in her will, as she had 
instructed others, she made her children, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and her helpers first, even before the 
payment of her debts. 

GETTING A CORJ\'ER ON GOD'S ~IESSAGES 

If the writings of Mrs. White were as she claimed, 
"What God has opened before me in vision," then what 

,I right had she to have God's messages copyrighted so no 
one could broadcast God's messages to His people or to 
the world without her consent? Or what right had she to 
demand ten per cent royalty on all the messages the Lord 
wanted to go to His people? Can you think of Paul, or 
John, or Jeremiah getting a copyright on the revelations 
they received so they could have a "corner" on their sale? 
What would you think of Paul's epistles if you should find 
out that he refused to allow anyone to copy them without 
first paying him for the privilege and used the money, or 
a part of it, to buy a two hundred acre ranch in the suburbs 
of Rome, and then left a will instructing his trustees to pay 
the royalties on ali his epistles to his descendants to the 
fourth generation? 

Bear with us while we make another comparison, or 
rather a contrast. John opened the book of Revelation by 
declaring that the messages he was writing came from God. 
Suppose you should discover that John, instead of getting 
his information from God, had copied it from some Roman 
or Greek historian of his day without giving credit; do you 
think such information would have any influence on your 
confidence in his writings? 

But some will try to camouflage the issue by belittling 
us for abusing the dead, as they term it. But every loyal 
Adventist will deny that their prophet is dead; they still 
claim they have a prophet. If they would let her die we 

.,;. would have nothing more to say about her; but they refuse 
to let her die. She is a mighty "live wire" or club, in the 
hands of the leaders to whip people into line or to degrade 
them if they refuse to accept her writings as the voice of 
God. She is the greatest barrier to the acceptance of Bible 
truth that any church has ever had to face. And this fact is 
the sole reason which prompts us to publish these facts. 
It is "the vail" over the face of every loyal Adventist thru 
which it is impossible for any ray of truth to penetrate. 

Is it a sin to point out the sins of a prophet? Did God 
hush up or cover up the sins of the prophets of old? 

If we have misrepresented any facts regarding Mrs. 
White's plagiarisms or her debts or her will we will be 
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thankful to have them pointed out and we will make apolo 
gies and corrections. 

If the things we have published are the truth, then 
some one else has a duty to perform, and God will hold 
them responsible if they fail to do it. May Goel help the 
people to get their eyes open. 

\Ve were obliged to omit the two continued articles on 
prophecy for lack of space. They will appear later. 

BY ,YAY OF TIm CROSS 

"But God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the \Yorld "-Gal. 6 :14. 

Are you trav 'Iing by way of the Cross? 
Or encamping' round Sinai's base? 

Are you connting everything but dross 
SaY( Christ. and the merits of grace? 

,Ye can never purchase salvation 
By works, howe 'cr good they may be. 

Onlv He ,V}lO wrouzht in creation 
Is able to make ~nd keep us free. 

Only in Christ is there merit; 
The Cross is the symbol of grace; 

The power of the Holy Spirit 
Alone our sins can efface. 

Yet in the wondrous plan of grace, 
'I'he wonder of angels and men, 

,Yorks han a most definite place. 
And to God they are pleasing, when 

As like waters that flow to the sea 
They flow as the fruitage of love, 

Voluntary, spontaneous, free, 
From a life that is born from above. 

- 'V. R. Patterson 
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\Ve have received a copy of Elder W. W. Fletcher's 
new book on the Sanctuary. It contains 220 pages and bears 
the title "THE REASONS FOR MY FAITH." So far as 
we have been able to examine it we find it a very logical 
presentation of the sanctuary service in contrast with the 
unbiblical position of the denomination. We will have more 
to say about it in our next issue. It can be had for about 
50c il1 our money by addressing P. O. Box 3062NN, Sydney, 
Australia. 

IMPORTANT LITERATURE 
No. 1. PnCCLA:\rATlO~ OF LmERTY A;-;n TJ~E UXP\TWOXAGLE SJ~. A most fas 

c lnnt ln c p rcscntat lo n of the wor-k of Christ as our sin of'f'cri nz and high 
p rlest . The old story ina now sett ing. It make-s the Christian Wf!EP tears 
of joyful co-nt lr ndc ar-d removes the doubts of the honest doubter. The 
best a nti-Infidcl litorutm-« in print; loirb-a l and appealing. 266 pages, $1. 

No.3. Br.ror.r: Ar:.\L.\(;EDr'OX. Tbis 10001-.-: on nrouhccv visualizes the symbols 
of Re-v. 1:1 and 17 in a n1(1c:1:: r-o nvinci ngr manner, Curr-ent events arc 
shown to be- rncct i ng- the closing- predictions of the Seer of Patrnos in a 
most st rikirrg cxacr ncs- If :,'(YU are interested in pro p hecy you cannot af 
fcnl to be vvit hout th is doc u morrt. 1 RO pages, 30 cents. 

NO.6. NOT UXDEP. r nrc Lvw m_7T U~nEp. GnA("E. A beautif'ul p rcsrnt.atio n 
of the happy co ndit lon of the Chri-t ia n in being fr-ee from the law and 
at the same tirno shovv l ncr the u nr-haruri ng obligation of the law. A para 
dox of Bible truth. 24 pages, 5 cents. 

No. 13. '\'fIAT ~-\rc(!~T r nr: TESTDTfL'"IES? j\ r-onvi nci nv answe-r to that oft 
fq)cate:d q uestio n so co n fidc-ntly offered by honest S.D.A. 's when some 
TIC'W truth is jrrc sent ed. ::!(l pa.gt-s, ~; cents. 

NO.9. How PH.'lLL \VE SEAIKIT TPE SCRIPTl7RES? A. most striking rebuke 
from the pen of Mr-s. E. G. White to t hc- S.D.A. leadors who are so SUIT 
they have the truth and nothing: hut the truth. It so stout.lv condemned 
present practices that it was left out of the second edition of Gospl"'l 
Workers. published in lP};). Republished without comment. S IJP., 2 for 5('. 

l , 
No. 10. BEFORE GOYEf:XOnS Ai'\D Kt xcs, A most fn sc inat.l ng experience of a 

missionary among' the Tur-ks. A simple presentation of the Gospel which 
convinced a high dignitary of the Mohammedan faith. 12 pages, 2 for 5c. 

No. 13. THE SPIR1T OF PROPHECY. A Bible study which puts to shame the" 
application the denomination has made of certain scr-i nt ut-cs. to the work 
of 111's. White. Convincing and unanswerable. 24 pages, 5 cents. 

No. 18. Is THE SECO,\,D CO!\HNG OF CHRIST SECRET? Not hino better in print 
on the subject of the Rapture so commonly taught by the Premillennialists. 
It wil! convince any honest Bible student that the secret coming' of Christ 
is not supported by the Word of God. Eight pages. 2 for Sc, 100 for $1. 

No. 20. THE JONES LETTER TO MRS. E. G. WH1TE. An unanswered and un 
answerable array of most inconvenient facts wr-itten to Mrs. White in at 
private letter in 1909 by Eld. Alonzo T. Jones. This letter was never" 
made public until it was published in The Gathering Call in 1928. The de 
mand for the letter was so great that we published it in pamphlet form. 
32 pages. 10 cents. 
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TURNING THE LIGHT ON THE S.D.A. CREED SERIES 
No. 1. THE FmST ANGEL'S MESSAGE, OR THE INVESTIGATIVE JUDG~ENT. 

The Inwstigative Judgment teaches that God has to keep books and ex 
amine them to keep Him from blundering in rcsut-rccttng the dead. It 
was invented to cover up the 1844 blunder, and was not thot of till 
years after the disappointment. It is the most unscriptural tenet known 
to human creeds, yet it is a cornerstone of their faith. 48 pages, Iuc. 

No.2. THE SECOND ANGEL's MESSAGE, OR THE FALL OF BABYLON.-A 
record of the most abusive language to be found in religions literature. 
To S. D. Adventists, members of all other Protestant churches are 
"children. of their father, the devil"; "their prayers and their exhorta ... 

.No. 3. THE THIIW ANGEL'S MESSAGE.-This pamphlet gives a consistent 
intor-pretat.ion of Rev. 14 :9Hl1, and points out the mistakes of the de 
nominational position. For a number of years the pioneers floundered 
in a bog of dreamy speculation regarding this message, while in later 
years they tacked everv Bible doctrine they discovered or invented onto 
the third angel's messace. They acknowledge they never knew anything 
about "righteousness by faith" for 44 years, and then when it was brot 
to them, many of the leaders rejected it, and later disfellowshipped the 
messengers who brot it to them. It has had a checkered history in their 
theology. 40 pages, lOco 

No.4 SEVNTH-DAY AnVENTISTS WEIGHED IN THE BALANCE OF HONESTY AND 
FOCND W ANTING.-I..<)ng' standing deceptions brot, to light. showing their 
prophet doctored her visions to cover her mistakes; their official paper 
and leaders deny or cover up the plainest facts to keep the laity in ig 
norance. and save the creed; and their historian, the most unreliable 
writer known in the field of r eliirious literature. All these charges sup 
pot-ted by undeniable facts. Read and you will be convinced. 36 pages, 10c. 

All f'ou r of the series to one address, 30c. 

A WORD TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 
The first publication issued jointly by the Pioneers; it has never been 

reproduced in whole by the denomination; it is now extremely rare. 
This is one of the documents from which Mrs. White eliminated dam 

aging portions of her vis ions. We have attached a sheet indicating what 
has been left out and the place from which they ha.ve been eliminated in 
recent publications. We are probably safe in saying that 99 per cent of 
S.D.A. 's never saw a copy of this rare document. What we are offering is 
a p l.ntog ra ph lo reproduction of the original in our possession. 24 pp., 25c. 

THE ADVE~T REVIEW 
A large. 48-pag-e. double column photojn-aphic reprint of a very rare 

document published in 18GO by James White and four other pioneers. It 
was published to show what sinners the First-day Adventists were for giv 
ing up the "shut door" and going out to convert sinners whom "God had 
rejected" in 1844. It contains the Crosier article which is the foundation 
of their present position on the sanctuary question. It was written to 
show that probation closed in 1844. It was of this article that Mrs. White 
wrote: "The Lord shew me in vision, more than a year ago, that. Brother 
Crosier had the true light, on the cleansing of the Sanctuary." Price 50c. 

(Liberal discounts in quantities) 

IF You WANT TO KEEl-' POSTED on these questions. read THE GATHERING CALL. 
a 32-page monthly, $1.00 per year. Address all orders to THE GATHEP.!NG 
CALL, 4138 Mulberry St., Riverside, Calif. 
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